Chemical synthesis of racemic (R,S)-1-phenylethyl acetate (3)
The racemic (R,S)-1-phenylethyl acetate was prepared by chemical acetylation of the precursor alcohol (R,S)-1 (4.9 mL, 4.1 mmol) employing acetic anhydride (19.4 mL, 20.5 mmol) in dichloromethane (30 mL) and acetic acid as the catalyst, as described in the literature. 1 A yellow oil was obtained in 70% yield after purification by columm chromatography on silica gel using a mixture of n-hexane and ethyl acetate (9:1 v:v) as the eluent. This compound was used as a standard in the chiral gas chromatography analysis and was analyzed by 1 H NMR, IR, chiral GC and specific rotation. 
